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San Jose Water expands charitable reach
through parent company's foundation

Liann Walborsky and Pal Hollywood of San Jose Water.

STAN OLSZEWSKI
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San Jose Water donates $225,000 annually to local nonprofits.

The utility maintains partnerships with organizations like Rebuilding
Together Silicon Valley.

Employees direct grants through the San Jose Water Employee
Community Fund.

San Jose Water invests in the community through long-term partnerships,

employee giving.

San Jose Water, one of Silicon Valley’s oldest utilities, has been serving the

region for more than 150 years. Today, the company’s mission extends beyond

delivering clean, life-sustaining water to more than 1 million people. It has also

become a steady philanthropic force, investing in education, health, housing

and cultural programs across Santa Clara County.

The utility donates about $225,000 annually to local nonprofits. An additional

$25,000 in 2025 was directed by parent company H2O America to support flood

relief in Texas through its Force for Good Foundation, said Liann Walborsky,

director of corporate communications at San Jose Water.

“We view our philanthropy as part of the same dedication we have to delivering

reliable, life-sustaining water,” Walborsky said. “There are few things more

important than this precious resource, and few things more important to us

than the safety and health of our community.”

By Elizabeth Nguyen – Contributing Writer, Silicon Valley Business Journal
Oct 24, 2025
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Longstanding partnerships

San Jose Water has maintained enduring relationships with local organizations,

most notably Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley. Each year, the utility

contributes $10,000 and provides employee volunteers to support home repair

and safety upgrades for seniors and people with disabilities, Walborsky said.

The company also provides a recurring $10,000 gift to the San Jose Parks

Foundation, which began in 2024, to support community garden programs and

other initiatives.

San Jose Water’s philanthropic portfolio touches multiple areas, including

youth and education, health and human services, and arts and culture.

Beneficiaries include Schmahl Science Workshop, San Jose Day Nursery, San

Jose State Innovation Challenge, San Jose Public Library Foundation,

HomeFirst, Cancer CAREPoint, NAMI Walks, Child Advocates of Silicon Valley,

Guadalupe River Park Conservancy, City Lights Theater Company and

Christmas in the Park, Walborsky said.

Elected partnerships and employee giving

In addition to nonprofit funding, San Jose Water sponsors civic events hosted

by elected officials. The utility recently backed Disability Awareness Day with

Vice Mayor Rosemary Khamai, Senator Dave Cortese’s Picnic by the Lake,

Supervisor Otto Lee’s Day on the Bay and Councilmember Pam Foley’s Music in

the Valley, Walborsky said.
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Employee engagement is another core piece of the company’s philanthropy.

Through the San Jose Water Employee Community Fund, a separate 501(c)(3),

employees direct grants to PTAs, youth sports and other local organizations,

with company support, Walborsky said.

Signature initiatives

Each Thanksgiving, San Jose Water participates in Operation Gobble, a

program of the California Water Association that pairs utilities with lawmakers

to provide food assistance. In 2024, the company distributed 100 Safeway gift

cards valued at $25 each to six elected officials, who in turn donated them to

community organizations such as the East Palo Alto Senior Center and

Sunnyvale Community Services, Walborsky said.

The company expects the same level of participation in 2025. “It’s a way for us

to stand alongside elected officials and help families facing hardship,”

Walborsky said.

Expanding footprint

Beyond local giving, San Jose Water leverages H2O America’s Force for Good

Foundation to respond to national and international crises. Recent efforts have

supported wildfire relief in Hawaii, aid following Australian wildfires and

humanitarian relief in Ukraine. Beginning in the third quarter of 2025, the

foundation will also serve as the vehicle for San Jose Water’s local charitable

giving, Walborsky said.

For San Jose Water, philanthropy is tied directly to its core business.

“Healthy communities are vital for our long-term success,” Walborsky said.

“Supporting education, housing, health and the arts ensures our community

has a rich future.”
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Largest corporate philanthropists in Silicon
Valley
2024 cash contributions to Silicon Valley charities

Rank Prior Rank Name / Prior rank

1 1 The Sobrato Organization

2 2 Alphabet Inc.

3 8 NetApp Inc.
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